[In-hospitaltraumamanagement - radiation emergency and multiple trauma - principals of treatment in the emergency room].
Exposure to ionizing radiation combined with multiple trauma is a very rare but severe event. There are some important basic principles for the early inpatient management. An externally exposed patient poses no risk to the treatment team. Injuries require treatment in order of priority as known for example by ATLS(®). Against external contamination, the treatment team is adequately protected by wearing protective clothing and gloves in conformity with universal medical precautions. Treatment of life threatening injuries takes priority over decontamination. Specialized treatment centres should be involved early on in patient treatment.